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Signaling Virtue: Legitimacy, Reputation, and NATO’s Strategic
Communications on Enlargement

International organizations (IOs) heavily rely on public image, investing resources to
enhance legitimacy and reputation. While legitimacy has been a central focus in 10
studies, organizational reputation remains understudied. This paper combines these
components to examine how 1Os use public digital diplomacy (PDD) during crises to
signal membership expansion, focusing on NATO’s enlargement amid Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine in February 2022. Using discourse analysis of over 800 NATO
Tweets and Facebook posts (February 2021-May 2022), we analyze membership
signaling toward Finland and Sweden, from pre-invasion to their joint membership
application. To assess the impact, we examine public opinion trends in both countries
and analyze political discourse echoing NATO’s communicative strategies. The
findings highlight NATO’s success in shaping narratives and public sentiment,
demonstrating the critical role of legitimacy and reputation in IOs’ external signaling
during crises, particularly in fostering alignment with prospective members.
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Asymmetric Uncertainty and Strategic Interaction: An Info-Gap Analysis

Protagonists in strategic interaction face uncertainty about the adversary's intentions
and capabilities, and sometimes about their own, and about the general situation. We
consider asymmetric uncertainty: both protagonists face significant uncertainty, but
one faces much more than the other. Different degrees of uncertainty can motivate
different behavior. We explore two responses to uncertainty. Robust satisficing
attempts to ameliorate pernicious uncertainty and to obtain an essential outcome.
Opportune windfalling attempts to exploit propitious uncertainty and to obtain a better
than anticipated outcome. We explore these two strategies both quantitatively and
qualitatively. We prove two propositions: The protagonist facing greater uncertainty
has worse robustness for achieving a critical outcome (proposition 1) but has better
opportuneness for achieving a windfall outcome (proposition 2). We apply these ideas
qualitatively to the Cuban missile crisis and to the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor.
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Meaningful Human Control and the New Choice Architecture of Human
Judgment in AI-Assisted Targeting

International Humanitarian Law (IHL) requires that decisions involving the use of
force be grounded in human judgment, particularly in military targeting decisions. As
Al-enabled decision-support systems reshape how military objectives (Mission) are
pursued and legal constraints (Mandate) are interpreted, they also alter the choice
architecture within which human operators act. Yet the cognitive impact of these
systems remains insufficiently examined in legal and policy frameworks. This paper
analyzes Meaningful Human Control (MHC) in Al-assisted targeting, focusing on the
Mind—the operator’s capacity to exercise context-sensitive, [HL-compliant judgment
under conditions of stress, time pressure, and legal ambiguity. The paper introduces a
preliminary risk map identifying how cognitive overload, interface design, and trust
calibration can compromise the quality of operator decision-making. The analysis
calls for a shift from formal oversight mechanisms toward behavioral and system-
level support for the mental and moral conditions required to fulfill both the
operational mission and the legal mandate of lawful warfare.
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Analytical Framework for Technological Power: A New Paradigm for Enhancing
Strategic National Capabilities

"Despite extensive research on technology's broad impacts, the concept of
technological-power remains notably understudied in academic literature. Traditional
social science has largely treated technological capabilities as external factors in
world politics, creating a critical gap in understanding. Current research primarily
focuses on military and economic implications, failing to address the complete
innovation cycle or cultural aspects that shape technological development and
adoption across different societies and governance systems.

This research gap becomes particularly evident when examining current measurement
approaches. State-level technological-innovation capabilities are predominantly
evaluated through economic metrics like R&D investment. However, these indicators
reflect scientific capacity rather than comprehensive technological-power,
highlighting the urgent need for a more robust evaluation framework that captures the
multifaceted nature of technological influence and its real-world applications. To
address these limitations, the study positions technological-power as a fundamental
driver of strategic advantage, introducing a novel analytical framework through a
multi-disciplinary approach. The study specifically examines three critical questions:
the concept of tech-innovation power, its characteristics, and methods for reliable
global measurement.

Building on this theoretical foundation, the study introduces a four-dimensional
framework encompassing: Science Capacity, Innovation Translation, State-Market
Assimilation, and Strategic Scale-Up. Each dimension includes specific metrics for
quantitative and qualitative analysis. This comprehensive framework enables both
theoretical understanding and practical application in national and strategic planning
while accounting for diverse cultural, economic, and institutional contexts. It bridges
traditional power metrics (economic, military, and soft power) with the truly effective
form of the main types of state power (driven by technology and innovation)".
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The use of the innovative STAMP model for safety in complex systems and the
CAST method to analyze the catastrophic event on October 7, 2023

"The paper introduces a novel application of the System-Theoretic Accident Model
and Processes (STAMP), and Causal Analysis based on STAMP (CAST) to analyze
military surprise attacks, examining the October 7, 2023, Hamas attack on Israel.
Despite substantial prior intelligence and a powerful military system, Israel's defense
systems failed to prevent this catastrophic security breach timely .

Traditional investigations of military surprise attacks have typically employed linear
thinking paradigms that fail to capture system dynamics. By contrast, this research
applies STAMP's systems-theoretic approach to identify the complex dynamic time-
dependent interplay of hierarchical control structures, feedback mechanisms, mental
models, and control actions that contributed to the intelligence failure, triggering
control action failures leading to the catastrophic event .
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The analysis examines how high-level policymaking, executive controllers, and
military and national security actuators within Israel's comprehensive sociotechnical
system interpreted long- and short-term warning signals and made decisions regarding
timely appropriate control actions. The research reveals how multiple levels of
feedback communication, within and between hierarchical levels, created strategic
and tactical vulnerabilities that Hamas exploited .

The paper's findings demonstrate that successful military surprise attacks often stem
not from a single failure point but from cascading breakdowns across multiple
hierarchical system levels. The research represents the first application of
STAMP/CAST to military surprise attacks. It offers insights into national security
systems, intelligence agencies, and early warning frameworks. The unbiased and
objective methodological approach provides a guide for analyzing and preventing
similar catastrophic security failures in complex sociotechnical systems".
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From the disintegrating Arab nation state to the Middle East as a disappearing
regional system

"The Gaza war turned into a strategic crossroads underlining dramatic undercurrents.
Since the “Arab spring” many Arab countries succumbed to a three-way struggle
between the regime and the military, radical Islam, and the first graduates of the new
media revolution. These countries de-facto abandoned the concept of a unique Arab
local nation state. The regime changes accentuated the need for legitimacy for the new
decision makers. With the narrowing political and ideological domestic foundations, a
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search for international legitimacy and recognition of sovereignty arose. With the
changing foreign policy direction of most regimes, they realized the need for new
allies and new coalitions within the region and outside. Consequently, two
simultaneous and at times contradicting processes commenced: dwindling domestic
national support along with the need to build up international legitimacy. Thus, the
search for coalition backing changed: from domestic and Arab potential allies to East
Mediterranean, Iran and east of Iran and other out of region participants. That meant
inter alia more foreign involvement and opening the door much wider to the Trump
administration. It also led to the drawing of Cyprus and Greece closer to Israel. This
way, the process of integrating local players into the East Mediterranean sub system,
and the European and Eurasian systems, became more noticed. This paper deals with
the issue of integration of the Middle East regional system into larger systems outside
of the traditional definitions of the region .
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Ethnic Democracy, Deterrence and the Monadic Democratic Peace Model: The
Case of Israel's Foreign Policy towards the Palestinians

This article examines whether the Monadic Democratic Peace Theory (MDPT) (a
subset of the Democratic Peace Theory (DPT)) applies to the state of Israel in its
foreign relations towards the Palestinians. The MDPT assumes that democracies are
less likely to initiate a war or escalate military threats than non-democracies and that
democracies are more likely to follow the prescription of international law, regardless
of whether their rival is a democracy or not. Further, obeying international law
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provides stability and predictability to the foreign relations of a democracy towards its
neighbors. The article examines both the issues of ethnic democracy and deterrence
which lead to a behavior in Israel's foreign policy that is in contradistinction to the
MDPC. The article examines whether Israel, as an ethnic democracy, which seeks to
privilege and serve the interests of Jews at the expense of Palestinians in the West
Bank fits the MDPT model. Ethnic democracy is a democracy that fully applies
democratic processes of free and fair elections, but its governing coalition is run by
nationalist political parties that seek to privilege their ethnic group and are ready to
violate international law in order to serve the interests of their dominant ethnic group.
Another explanation to Israel's military overreaction is based on the deterrence
conception of inflicting disproportional costs on its rival for the sake of pacifying
them. In this regard, the article examines, in light of the MDPT, Israel's policy of
violating international (humanitarian) law, its pre 7/10 blockade over the Gaza Strip
and Israel's reaction (jus in bello) to Hamas's 7/10 attack, and whether Israel's
actions/response are (in)compatible with the assumptions of the MDPT.
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Religious tolerance and tourism — the UAE case

This talk aims to present the UAE efforts to promote tourism focusing on the role of
its religious tolerance policy. It discusses the link between the UAE religious
tolerance and tourism arguing that religious tolerance positively influenced to
promote inbound tourism. Using the theory of religious tolerance, the research results
show that (1) the UAE uses its unique religious tolerance policy as a tool to promote
tourism; (2) UAESs religious tolerance initiatives and projects includes strengthen local
conditions that creates a welcoming environment to attract foreign tourists; (3) the
results also demonstrates, for the first time, the importance of religious tolerance in
the context of the UAESs efforts to boosts tourism. This carries important policy
implications that religious tolerance can play a major tool used by Muslim nations to
brand themselves as an attractive tourism destination.
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Any port in a storm; Qatar's mediation as a biased mediator

"This study examines Qatar’s mediation efforts, which culminated in the first Israel-
Hamas hostage release deal (November 24-31, 2023). The case highlights the role of
biased mediation in crisis diplomacy, demonstrating how states with vested interests
and close ties to one of the parties can leverage their influence to facilitate negotiated
settlements.

On October 7, 2023, Hamas launched a surprise attack on Israel, abducting
approximately 250 individuals. In response, Qatar, supported by Egypt and the United
States, brokered an agreement that led to a temporary ceasefire and the release of 104
hostages in exchange for 240 Palestinian prisoners. Despite concerns over Qatar’s ties
to Hamas, its mediation was widely recognized as a critical diplomatic breakthrough.
While traditional conflict resolution theories emphasize mediator impartiality,
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growing research suggests that biased mediators—those with affiliations and
interests—can, under certain conditions, be effective. Qatar’s deep-rooted ties to
Hamas provided it with access and credibility, enabling negotiations where neutral
actors lacked influence. This study examines how Qatar’s bias functioned as both an
asset and a liability. While its influence facilitated rapid engagement and tangible
outcomes, it also raised concerns about long-term Israel-Hamas conflict dynamics. By
exploring this case, the study contributes to broader debates on the advantages and
risks of biased mediation in high-stakes international crises".
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Strategic and Nonstrategic Commodities Import during War: A Systematic Case
Study Focusing on Israel from 1980 till 2014

Under what circumstances do belligerents succeed in increasing their imports during
wartime? This research seeks to answer that question by addressing contradictory
findings in the literature on the relationship between trade and war. We propose that
the answer depends on two factors that have not been examined together: the value of
the imports on the battlefield and the intensity of the war. These two factors influence
the willingness of belligerents to reprioritize their import preferences based on
strategic considerations. However, they also influence exporters' willingness to signal
their dissatisfaction, as well as the extent of the damage to the belligerent’s economy.
To test this contention, we categorized 96 commodities as strategic or nonstrategic
using the HS02 classification, and then employed gravity models to analyze dyadic
import flows from 168 countries to Israel between 1980 and 2014. The findings reveal
that the impact of war varies according to its intensity, and strategic commodities
amplify the positive.
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The 2023-24 Israel-Hezbollah War of Attrition as a Military Laboratory

This paper delves into the war of attrition that broke out between Israel and Hezbollah
on October 8, 2023, later turning into a full scale war, and which has provided both
sides with an opportunity to test a range of technologies. These include weapons that
had not been available in previous rounds of conflict or otherwise never employed in
such intensity within such a small theater of war. Thus, key dimension of the conflict
had been Israel’s unpreceded employment of Unmanned Aerial Vehicles, on the one
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hand, and Hezbollah’s daily employment of Iranian technologies, including low-
altitude precision-guided suicide drones and air defenses, on the other hand. While the
introduction of these instruments into the conflict produced a profound shift in the
parties’ military vulnerability—potentially undermining the core underlying logic of
Israel’s and Hezbollah’s strategic concepts—both have engaged in an intense learning
competition in an effort to address critical vulnerabilities. Thus, the Israel-Hezbollah
conflict has become a valuable military laboratory, one which other actors, namely
Israel’s and Hezbollah’s allies, partners and weapons suppliers, will seek to draw on.
The broader technological and conceptual ramifications of the Israel-Hezbollah
conflict on the offensive and defensive advantages and disadvantages of drones merit
in-depth scholarly and policy attention.
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We Are Peers Now: States’ Relations with Violent Non-State Actors That Became
State/Sub-State Actors

The relationship between states and violent non-state actors (VNSAs) has been widely
explored in International Relations and Security Studies over the past two and a half
decades. Scholars have examined state-VNSA dynamics through frameworks of
sponsorship, alliances, delegation, and proxy warfare, as well as through conflict and
rivalry. However, a growing yet underexplored phenomenon is the transformation of
some VNSAs into state or sub-state actors after gaining territorial control and
governance capabilities. Cases such as the Taliban in Afghanistan, Hezbollah in
Southern Lebanon, and various rebel groups in Syria illustrate how VNSAs can
transition into sovereign entities, thereby reshaping their international roles. This
article investigates how such transformations affect their relationships with states. Do
states that previously supported a VNSA continue their backing once it assumes
statehood? Do adversarial states reconsider their stance toward the newly established
state actor? Based on a within-case analysis of the Taliban in Afghanistan after the
2021 takeover and the existing literature on state-VNSA dynamics, this study aims to
provide a nuanced understanding of the evolving interactions between states and
VNSAS that turned into state or sub-state actors. Furthermore, it identifies the
mechanisms that drive change or continuity in these relationships.
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“Special Relations” Beyond October 7th- Israeli-German Narratives

"Israeli-German relations are shaped by the interplay of historical trauma,
reconciliation, and evolving narratives. These ties, far from straightforward, have
been influenced by Germany's Holocaust legacy and Israel's shifting stance, from
boycotts to the 1952 Luxembourg Agreement and the establishment of diplomatic
relations in 1965. While cooperation flourished in political, economic, and cultural
arenas, the October 7, 2023, Hamas attack challenged this foundation, reigniting fears
and testing perceptions.

This research examines how narratives in both countries evolved after October 7,
addressing the question: How have Holocaust memory and recent events shaped
government and media discourse? Methodologically, it employs a mixed approach,
analyzing 2,981 items—2,857 from Germany and 124 from Israel—alongside a
unique EF-HU Barometer survey data on public perceptions in both countries.
German sources, both media and government communications, reflect extensive
engagement with Israeli issues, contrasting with Israel’s limited wartime focus on
Germany. Findings highlight the tension within German narratives between historical
responsibility, rising antisemitism, and critiques of Israeli actions in Gaza.
Simultaneously, Israeli narratives intertwine Holocaust memory with contemporary
challenges, portraying Germany as a vital but scrutinized ally. The disparity in media
focus and narrative framing underscores the unique pressures each country faces.

Ultimately, this analysis reveals that Israeli-German relations remain deeply
influenced by shared history and present-day realities. The narratives of solidarity and
criticism, shaped by public opinion and political discourse, continue to evolve,
illustrating the enduring complexity of this ""special relationship"" amidst global and
local challenges"
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The Implications of the Global Friction and the West and EU Fractures on Israel
— EU Relations

"The Trump 2.0 administration handling of the Russian-Ukraine war marks a critical
phase not only in global competition and friction between the West and CRINK
(China, Russia, Iran, and North Korea), but also between the U.S. and Europe,
particularly the EU. Further cracks are also within the EU. These cracks compel
European states to strengthen their defense capabilities and take a more independent
geopolitical stance. EU tensions with Hungary on the matter, and renewed
cooperation with the UK and Norway, have forged a European ‘coalition of the
willing’. The EU’s strategic autonomy is needed in defence, including hybrid warfare,
critical raw materials, and energy. The EU also urgently needs to enhance its
economic competitiveness, innovation and reliable supply chains.

Analyzing these developments, the study will examine the implications of the global
friction and the fractures within the West for Europe/EU — Israel relations. While
Israel’s role as a security asset remains in tension with its declining normative
standing, it has much to offer Europe. Yet Israel’s relations with the EU are strained
and constrained, moving between the EU’s value-based stance and realpolitik. The
‘linkage policy’ to the MEPP, adopted in 2008/9, still constrains their upgrade, but an
Association Council took place in 2025, under “back to normal” atmosphere despite
the Gaza war. The Israeli — Palestinian conflict has become one of the most divisive
foreign policy issues on the EU’s Foreign Affairs Council agenda. Progress towards
its solution would stabilize the region and foster economic development, particularly
under Saudi-Israeli normalization, which can enhance EU strategic goals, such as
IMEC (India-Middle East Economic Corridor). The research will analyze how global
power alignments and its impact on the EU and Europe impact the Israeli-EU
relations"
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The European Community's 1980 Venice Declaration: Policy principles in the
face of instability

"In 1980, the European Community published the Venice Declaration — the pinnacle
of a decade’s efforts to produce collective European foreign policy on the Arab-Israeli
conflict. In the declaration, the EC endorsed the right of the Palestinians to self-
determination and the right of the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) to be
associated in peace negotiations — all in the hope of strengthening European political
integration, reducing military conflict in the Middle East and ensuring Europe’s oil
supplies from the Arab world. Despite the declaration’s vanguard reputation, its
reception in real-time was less impressive. Israel responded to it harshly, while the
Palestinians and the Arab world were disappointed in it .

If so, what prompted policymakers to publish their principles for the conflict’s
resolution? According to historical research, the answer lies in the instability washing
over the Middle East. Archival research shows how European policymakers were
troubled by a host of events in the region, such as the Iranian Revolution, the Iran-Iraq
war and lack of confidence in US leadership across the Middle East. All these led

18


mailto:maya.sion@mail.huji.ac.il
mailto:baraknaama@gmail.com

them to the understanding that to safeguard their interests in the region, Europe would
have to position itself at the forefront of efforts to resolve the Arab-Israeli conflict and
to advocate for the resolution of its Palestinian dimension.This historical episode
demonstrates the ricochet effects of instability in different corners of the Middle East
on the Arab-Israeli conflict, and the way in which one actor, the European
Community, attempted TO find its footing in the midst of if all.”
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A New Conceptual Framework for Defining Governance and Functional
Responsibility at the State Level Based on Models of Systems Thinking and
Safety Culture

"The paper introduces and develops a novel conceptual framework based on the
System-Theoretic Accident Model and Processes (STAMP) safety paradigm for
understanding functional responsibility within a sovereign state, which, as a
sociotechnical system, depicts a complex governing system . The paper outlines a
governing functional framework comprised of three elements: Thinking, Doing, and
Having. This structure provides a methodical approach to understanding how
governing responsibility is conceptualized (Thinking), enacted (Doing), and enabled
(Having) within sociotechnical systems. Building on established safety culture theory
that uses a tripartite structure of psychological, behavioral, and situational
components, this framework adapts these concepts for governance contexts .

The paper examines how the time-dependent alignment or misalignment between
these three elements can strengthen or undermine responsible governance, particularly
in high-risk and high-consequence domains like national security. Using Israel's
governance structure before the October 7, 2023, attack as a case study, the research
demonstrates how deficiencies in any one element can compromise the entire
governing system . The framework offers analytical tools for evaluating the actual
power of executive leadership to control and govern complex systems effectively and
on time, especially regarding critical tasks like ensuring national security. The
research contributes to both a theoretical understanding of governance functional
responsibility within the STAMP paradigm and practical approaches for improving
governance structures and processes in complex sociotechnical systems facing
significant safety and security challenges".

19


mailto:ofek.riemer@mail.huji.ac.il
mailto:danielh@bgu.ac.il

The Institute for the Research of Methodology of Intelligence (IRMI) 72701 79w 1"7
ofergute123(@gmail.com

- 9 n PR- Dr Steven Wagner, Brunel University
TUITIAT SWIR MW W FORTATPRD TR SIRIWT TIPRT ST 92pn

"This paper examines the importance of intelligence education among defence
intelligence professionals. After surveying the landscape of approaches to intelligence
training and education in academia and within the profession, this paper argues that
good professional outcomes emerge from a blending of multi-disciplinary approaches
to intelligence education with research-informed training for intelligence staft .

The Israeli intelligence failure leading up to 7 October 2023 illustrates the danger
inherent to informal approaches to training and education, lacking models. This
research shows that until approximately 2011, IDF defence intelligence relied on a
guild model to prepare analytic staff for their work. This guild model had been a key
characteristic of the IDF as a learning organization until the introduction of high
technology, an organizational shift toward operational intelligence, and certain fateful
administrative decisions dismantled the guild, with no replacement. Without any
system for perpetuating institutional or professional knowledge, IDF analytic product
was more prone to weakness for issues of strategic intelligence, forecasting, risk
analysis, and other areas where uncertainty prevails, even if it was stronger than ever
in its handling of operational intelligence matters.

The IDF lacks specific intelligence education among career officers in Israeli Defence
Intelligence, and the overarching organizational aversion to social scientific
methodology in their work. The paper contends that while in-house training meets
immediate operational demands, higher education fosters depth of thought and rigour.
Strategic thinking comes from methodological robustness. The paper shows that to
achieve professionalization, defence intelligence must mandate tailored advanced
educational programs for its personnel".
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Counterintelligence in a democratic society: Studying Israel’s experience
compared to Western democracies

The ISA Statute 2002 was a turning point in the ISA's history (Israeli Intelligence
Agency, also known as Shabak). Since 1949, the ISA's authority has been based on
government decisions, specific laws (like the wiretapping law, 1979), and a mutual
understanding with other state organizations.

This law governs the ISA's activities, defining its role and responsibilities for
the first time. It outlines the agency’s purpose in national security, including functions
and powers, its role in internal security, counter terrorism, and countering domestic
political subversion. Chapter 4 of this law states that “the ISA will be run in a
statehood manner.” Reviewing this law finds gaps that can affect civil rights,
including the lack of a proper definition of political subversion. This leaves it to the
interpretation of the ISA, which can be used illegally against political opposition.

A new legislative process is currently underway that will give the ISA
additional power without significant oversight, continuing to erode the privacy of
Israeli citizens significantly. The bill seeks to provide the ISA with sweeping access to
databases and conduct covert computer searches without their owners' permission.

A comparative study comparing the status of the ISA with similar
counterintelligence agencies in Western Democracies such as the UK, Canada, and
Australia reveals a different situation. Various variables regarding the command,
powers, the weight of checks and balances, and the supervision of these agencies by
governmental and Parliamentary committees show that outside Israel, they are much
more adequate and effective.

In this paper, after discussing the characteristics of each counterintelligence
agency, | show that the Israeli democratic system is at higher risk due to improper
control of the ISA. This leads to considering amending the ISA Statute.
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The Boomerang Effects of Engaging Former Rivals: The Rise and Fall of the
post-Cold War U.S. Integration of China and Russia

"In the early post-Cold War era, the US believed that integration of its former rivals—
China and Russia-- into the Liberal International Order would result in rising
international cooperation and growing acceptance of the liberal order. However, these
hopes were dashed and had a boomerang effect on rising nationalism in China and
Russia and also in the US, intensifying great power rivalry. This manuscript focuses
on explaining why and how such a major change happened. The key argument is that
the combination of two theories— Hegemonic Stability Theory (HST) and Balance of
Power (BOP) provides a useful explanatory theoretical framework for the rise and fall
of U.S. integration of its former Cold War rivals. HST expects that hegemons,
especially liberal ones, will integrate their former enemies in order to tame their
rivalry. However, BOP theory expects that rising powers will balance the hegemon
rather than being integrated by it. This will be the especially the case under the rising
influence of nationalism of the rising powers. Another inadvertent effect of the
integration strategy is likely to be also the rise of nationalist-populism in the domestic
politics of the integrating hegemon. All these developments will limit the success and
the endurance of the integration strategy and might even accelerate the great-power
rivalry".

eeiran@poli.haifa.ac.il 7197 NYDINR LW STIR "7

rkibrik@mitvim.org.il DRI pry NIRRT 992900 ,p70200 v 1"

Minilateralism in the Eastern Mediterranean: The Israeli-Greek-Cypriot quasi-
alliance

"The Israeli-Greek-Cypriot quasi-alliance emerged in the early 2010s, driven by
shared strategic interests in the Eastern Mediterranean. Initially focused on energy
cooperation following the discovery of offshore natural gas reserves, the partnership
evolved to address regional security concerns, including counterterrorism, maritime
security, and military collaboration, and possibly to counter Turkey’s influence .

22


mailto:bmiller@poli.haifa.ac.il
mailto:eeiran@poli.haifa.ac.il
mailto:rkibrik@mitvim.org.il

The alliance includes sporadic trilateral summits between state leaders, ministers,
working levels and even Parliamentarians, joint military exercises, and frameworks
for economic and technological cooperation. Institutional aspects are informal,
lacking a binding treaty, but strengthened through memoranda of understanding,
strategic dialogues, and legislation that incorporates SOFA (Status of forces
Agreements) into domestic laws. This flexible, issue-driven arrangement exemplifies
a minilateral approach, balancing shared interests without the rigidity of formal
alliances.

This paper explores the Israeli-Greek-Cypriot minilateral quasi-alliance, analyzing its
current state, power dynamics, and the entrepreneurial factors driving its formation.
Specifically, the study examines how asymmetric power relations shape the alliance’s
structure and function, assessing the influence of Israel’s technological and military
capabilities, Greece’s strategic positioning within the EU, and Cyprus’s leverage in
energy diplomacy. The paper further investigates how political and economic
entrepreneurship facilitated the alliance’s evolution, focusing on the role of proactive
leadership, policy innovation, and strategic foresight. By elucidating the underlying
motivations and constraints, this research contributes to a deeper understanding of
how minilateral arrangements redefine traditional alliance theories in contemporary
international relations, and possibly, how minilateral agreements manifest themselves
in a multilateral setting".
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Partnering for Success: NATO’s Approach to Enhancing Strategic Relations with
Partner Countries

This paper explores the factors influencing NATO’s level of engagement with partner
countries, arguing that the alliance prioritizes ties with states with increased potential
for a substantial strategic contribution to the alliance. Using a mixed-methods
approach, we combine a regression analysis of an original dataset of NATO
partnerships between 1991-2023 with elite interviews involving NATO officials
working on managing the alliance’s partnerships. The findings follow two main
threads. The statistical analysis highlights NATO’s preference for pursuing closer
partnerships with states equipped with advanced weapons platforms and military
modernization potential. Our interview insights illustrate NATO’s shift toward
flexible, bilaterally tailored partnership frameworks, enabling partners to maximize
their collaboration potential while strengthening the alliance’s capacity to address
common threats, with an emphasis on emerging challenges. These findings have
significant policy implications, providing insight into how the alliance leverages
partnerships to address regional instability, bolster internal cohesion, and ensure long-
term success.
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The Cult of Arrogance: Explaining Israel's Security deterioration, 2015-2025

Given its security ties with the US and the absence of another great-power alternative,
one would think that Israel would welcome a full-fledged alliance with the US rather
than settling for the current alignment. Furthermore, the constraints of the last decade
and especially the October 7 war are such that the benefits of an alliance are rising
rapidly and the cost of the restraints associated with an alliance are drastically
decreasing. Further still, the coming US-Saudi alliance means that Saudia Arabia will
enjoy a more robust US security commitment than the one Israel now has. However,
the Israel security establishment continues to dismiss a full fledge alliance with the
US, and arrogantly continues to bet on US’s foreign policy in the Middle East
remaining the same, regardless of major domestic, regional, and systemic changes.
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Impact of the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict on the Deaf Nation in light of Swords of
Iron War

"Deaf communities around the world share into a unique cultural and political identity
- Deafhood. The notion of there being a historical, sociological, cultural and political
common past, present and future among all Deaf people led to notions of Deaf nation,
Deaf-World, and Deafthood as the bonding connection that bounds Deaf people
around the world. International organizations such as the WFD (world federation of
the deaf), as well the international recognition of the universality of Deafness through
the CRPD (convention on the rights of persons with disabilities) treaty express these
sentiments and their effects .

However, in light of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and more specifically the “Swords
of Iron” war, disagreements and cracks on the concept of Deaf Nation and Deathood
had appeared. Deaf people from around the globe began relating to the conflict and
position themselves along political lines associated with the conflict. The result has
been a fragmented political scape for human rights activism that had centered on
linguistic and accessibility rights for the Deaf. Calls for boycotting Israel had led to
the cancellation of an international Deaf festival in Israel, for example, with threats on
the Deaf organizers. The Israeli Deaf community is therefore at a crossroads, which
impacts its ability to both effectively participate in the international arena as well as to
define itself as part of the Deaf Nation. This paper will qualitatively attempt to
analyze the power dynamics and their current and future impact" .
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The concept of multiculturalism, which promotes cultural diversity, is often seen as
opposing the idea of hegemony, which emphasizes the dominance of a ruling cultural
elite (Ong 2022; Modood 2023; Murphy 2013). This study aligns with the view of
multiculturalism practices as a hegemonic tool and argues that official national
multicultural practices can serve to preserve hegemony through cultural means
(Kalman-Lamb 2012; Jay 2003). To explore this, the study systematically analyzes all
the songs performed in Israel’s most significant national event celebrating its
independence, the Torch-Lightning Ceremony, from 1982 to 2019. In total, the study
examines 152 songs performed 228 times in these ceremonies. In contrast to
prevailing academic views in Israeli studies, the authors conclude that an ethnocentric
hegemonic culture remains dominant in Israel’s state institutions over time.
Additionally, the study expands the understanding of how hegemony employs
multiculturalism as a means of self-preservation. Finally, it explains the ways local
hegemony is a part of - and in many cases subordinated to - international Western
hegemony.
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Feminist Vernacular Security Expertise and its Aftermath: A Dialogue During
War

The article analyzes the emergence of an epistemic community of local feminist
experts on disarmament. Drawing on a five-year action-oriented ethnography, it
documents the learning process initiated by Life Without Guns, a joint Jewish-
Palestinian feminist group of activists in Israel. The ethnographic materials
demonstrate how feminist grassroots activists, defined as non-traditional security
actors, use transnational vernaculars to position themselves as experts and
practitioners in contested national security debates. It traces how this community
established its expertise and diversified over time in terms of data, scope, language,
and issues, as well as its development into a space of solidarity in which Palestinian
and Jewish women in Israel can engage jointly with security-related issues. Writing
amidst war, the authors present excerpts from a recorded dialogue (February 2024) on
the learning community's aftermath. As such, the article is an act of recognition,
translation, and mediation of endangered knowledge that is silenced and devalued.
Reflecting on the paradox inherent in the concept of “vernacular experts,” the authors
draw on their dual positionality as Jewish scholar-activists to critically assess the
transformative potential of vernacular security experts, as they navigate the unstable
interface between institutional knowledge and political silencing.
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Dr. Liv Halperin, Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies,
liv.halperin(@graduateinstitute.ch

From female warriors to motherly worriers: A typology of women’s embodied
political performances in Israel's pro-democracy protest

Triggered by the planned judicial overhaul of Israel’s right-wing government, a
massive nonviolent protest movement emerged in 2022 to defend democracy. This
paper examines the public performances of five women’s movements within the
protests: Building an Alternative, Mothers On Guard, Breaking Walls, Mothers
Against Violence, and Women Wage Peace. Using ethnographic research and content
analysis conducted between December 2022 and January 2024, we propose a
typology of gendered protest performances based on how activists present their bodies
in the public sphere. The typology includes the protective maternal body, the child-
bearing body, the fighting body, the intersectional body, and the sexualized/naked
body. This framework highlights the multifaceted nature of women’s activism and the
role of intersectionality in shaping nonviolent resistance. By situating these
movements within broader struggles against illiberal politics, the paper advances our
understanding of women’s contributions to democracy and social movements in
contexts of political decline.
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Reinstating National Security: Militarized Maternal Care and Israel's Security
Discourse Following October 7th, 2023

"This article examines the phenomenon of ""militarized maternal care"" (MMC)
among Jewish Israeli mothers following Hamas' attack on October 7th, 2023. MMC
refers to mothers' support for military action in Gaza as an extension of their duty to
protect their children. Drawing on interviews with Jewish Israeli mothers and analysis
of social media posts, I demonstrate how MMC emerged amidst the collapse of
Israel's predominant security discourse, which previously maintained a dichotomy
between masculine militaristic national security and feminine peaceful maternal care.
The disruption of this dichotomy following October 7th—when key elements of
Israel's national security conception were shattered—created conditions where
maternal care became explicitly linked with military violence.

This article advances three key arguments: First, despite its prevalence, MMC
remains largely unacknowledged in public culture and scholarship. Second, MMC
represents maternal care as motivation for militaristic action, expanding our
understanding of the relationship between motherhood and violence beyond women's
direct participation in conflict. Third, while MMC emerges from the collapse of the
national/maternal security dichotomy, it paradoxically functions to reinstate this
dichotomy by reaffirming traditional security logics through maternal justifications.
By examining how maternal care becomes enlisted in maintaining boundaries
between Israeli and Palestinian vulnerability, this analysis reveals how militarism may
be reconfigured rather than challenged when maternal care is incorporated into
national security discourse. This research contributes to feminist security studies by
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illuminating how even those previously aligned with peace can become supporters of
militaristic violence when traditional security frameworks collapse.
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Same Field, Different Game? Women’s Networks in Diplomacy and Their
Distinct Logic of Practice

"Diplomatic practice relies significantly on interpersonal communication and
networking (Heimann and Kampf 2021; Holmes 2018; Wheeler 2018; Yarhi-Milo
2014). However, as Stanfield (2020) observes, scholarship on diplomatic practice, and
face-to-face diplomacy within it, rarely explores the identity of practitioners who
employ relational practices or how gender might shape their legitimacy and
effectiveness. Studies show that women in male-dominated foreign ministries often
face exclusionary ""old boys' clubs"" (Yirmibesoglu 2008; Barrington 2017; Waylen
2014) and respond by creating women-focused forums (Neumann 2012; Niklasson
2020; Towns 2022). Yet the internal workings of these women-led networks—how
they form and are maintained, what norms guide their operation, and what defines
success within them—remain under explored.

Addressing these gaps, this paper applies Bourdieu's concept of ""fields"" (Bourdieu
1991, 2001) to conceptualize women's diplomatic networks as distinct social spaces
with their own rules and values. Through interviews with female Israeli diplomats,
and ethnographic observation at home and abroad, I show how these networks serve
both as support systems and as strategic tools for building diplomatic influence. The
findings reveal how women convert personal connections into professional
advantages, while also navigating tensions, for example, between different
generations of female diplomats. This research tackles two critical gaps: first, the
limited incorporation of gender analysis in scholarship on informal diplomatic
practice; and second, the need to understand how female diplomats collectively
mobilize and negotiate power in institutional contexts (Stanfield 2020). By centering
on women's networking as a vital yet under-examined aspect of diplomacy, this
research extends existing theoretical frameworks on the role of gendered
communication in shaping diplomatic practice".
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BRICS Populist Blitz: The Institutional Challenge to Europe and the Liberal
Order

"The study of populist foreign policy (PFP) has expanded significantly, encompassing
diverse theoretical, empirical, and geographical dimensions. However, while research
has examined populism’s interaction with international organizations (I0s), these
organizations have not been systematically analyzed as primary actors within the PFP
framework. Addressing this gap, this study investigates how populist international
organizations conduct foreign policy, emphasizing both their policy formulation logic
and strategic outcomes. By conceptualizing populism as a discursive strategy, the
research explores how 10s adapt key populist mechanisms—such as the construction
of “the people” versus “the elite,” the emphasis on sovereignty, and resistance to
liberal institutional frameworks—within an organizational rather than state-centric
setting.

To examine these dynamics, the study focuses on BRICS relations with the European
Union (EU). While BRICS maintains economic cooperation with the EU, it
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simultaneously challenges Western hegemony by fostering alternative governance
structures. Central BRICS actors employ the organization to contest Western
dominance, promote multipolarity, and expand its geopolitical influence. Key
initiatives, such as the New Development Bank and de-dollarization efforts, reflect
the growing and institutionalized challenge to Western-controlled economic
frameworks, offering alternative financial systems that appeal to states seeking greater
sovereignty with the decline of liberal values.

By positioning BRICS as an example of institutional populism, this study advances
the theoretical understanding of populism interaction in global governance and
addresses its geopolitical implications. The findings provide empirical insights into
how BRICS strategically leverages populist rhetoric and economic policies to reshape
international relations. Additionally, this research offers policy recommendations for
engaging with populist I0s, emphasizing the role of sovereignty, economic
diversification, and resistance to elite-led governance as key features of institutional
populism in the evolving global order".
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Intelligence, Populists, and the Polarization of Public Opinion on National
Security Policy

Populism and authoritarianism are increasingly creating unique challenges for
established norms of intelligence-policy relations in democratic regimes. Populist
leaders’ inclination to disregard expertise, prioritize ideology and emotion over
evidence and reason, and undermine state bureaucracies, is bound to put them on a
collision path with intelligence organizations. Such a collision often leads to one or
both parties breaking with the norms of intelligence-policymaker relations, and
openly handling the dispute in an attempt to garner public support for their policy
preferences. In this study, we employ survey experiments to examine the effects of
various public communication strategies—used by both intelligence organizations and
political leaders—on public opinion. Under conditions of extreme partisanship and
affective polarization, we examine whether public intelligence estimates and warnings
are capable of swaying public opinion and whether attacking intelligence
organizations politically benefits the populist leadership. By so doing, this study
offers novel insights into the process of democratic backsliding and the erosion of
democratic values.
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Delegitimization by Action and Inaction: The Populist Contestation of the
Liberal International Order
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Slicing the Cake: Partitioned Governance, Spheres of Control and Great Powers'
Collegiality

This paper explores the dynamics of partitioned governance in international politics, a
system where control is distributed among multiple entities, contrasting it with less
prevalent unified governance. Stability in partitioned systems hinges on both vertical
acceptance (authority acknowledged by the governed) and horizontal acceptance
(mutual recognition among peers). The central argument posits that horizontal
legitimacy is crucial for a stable partitioned governance system, reducing friction and
enhancing stability, while also solidifying vertical authority.

The research investigates the conditions that determine the acceptance of one party's
right to control its sphere and the reasons for challenges to these rights. It examines
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the sovereignty system, characterized by shared control among states, and the spheres
of influence system, involving shared control among great powers. These systems are
analyzed through vertical and horizontal dimensions, focusing on authority over
domestic actors and mutual respect among states or great powers, respectively".
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Does the Public Support the Norm against Conquest? Evidence from Israel

The prohibition on conquest proscribes the use of military force to seize territory from
another state. This norm has been a central tenet of the international order for the past
century, but is shows signs of weakening since the Russian invasion of Ukraine. Does
the public support the norm against conquest? We conducted a survey experiment in
Israel, in which we asked respondents about their support for the Israeli control of the
Syrian Golan. We find that public support varies by the type of policy implemented:
military control of the conquered territory receives much greater support than civilian
settlement in that territory or its annexation. We further demonstrate that citizens'
views are not easily influenced by arguments on the costs and benefits of conquest.
Overall, our findings shed light on how the public perceives a fundamental norm that
is currently being challenged.
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Ploughshares to Swords: The liberal international order and the Humanitarian
Dilemma

The aim of the paper is to explore one of the challenges facing the Liberal
International Order (LIO) — the humanitarian dilemma. The humanitarian dilemma
represents a process in which diverse actors striving to uphold and advance human
rights within the framework of the LI1O, unintentionally contribute to the undesired
consequences of human rights violations and the potential weakening of the order
itself. The humanitarian dilemma crystallizes when an actor aiming to overcome its
rivals in the global struggle for legitimacy, exploits instrumentally the humanitarian
regime, mass media and the human rights organizations and institutions, trapping its
rivals into documented breaching of the principles of LIO. This move results in
furthering the breaches of human rights, and in the possible deterioration of LIO. We
support the theoretical arguments by exploring the conflict along the Gaza border
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between Israel and Hamas (2018-2019) and the conflict along the Polish-Belarusian
border.(2020-2022)
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